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IIIII MAZSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TEHMNOLOGY John Tirman

Executive Director
Center for International Studies

292 Main St., Building E38-210
Cambridge, MA 02139

Phone 617-253-9861
tirman@MIT.edu

Curriculum Vitae

Education
B.A., Political Science, Indiana University, 1972

Ph.D., Political Science, Boston University, 1981

Professional Activities

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Executive Director, Center for International
Studies, October 2004 - present. Responsibilities include oversight, fellowships, and
research projects. Academic appointment: Principal Research Scientist.

Social Science Research Council, Program Director, Program on Global Security and
Cooperation, Sept. 2000 - Oct. 2004, and Washington Office Director, 2001-04.
Projects created and managed included international law & international relations;
international governance; migration and homeland security; globalization and
conflict.

Fulbright Senior Scholar, Republic of Cyprus, December 1999 - September 2000.
Focusing on conflict resolution, included the creation of a Web site that developed a
unitary historical narrative of the conflict. Taught graduate seminar on conflict at
Intercollege.

Winston Foundation for World Peace, Executive Director, April 1986 - December
1999, Boston and Washington. Grant making (averaging $1 million annually) on
conflict prevention, arms control, human rights, sustainability, and civil society
building. Managing Consultant to the Henry P. Kendall Foundation in 1989-92,
which supported environmental protection, education, and international security
1ssues. Grants Manager in 1990-94 of the CarEth Foundation, Boston, which
supported NGOs working on social justice and disarmament.

Union of Concerned Scientists, Cambridge, Mass. Senior Editor and Director of
Communications, 1982-86.
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New England Regional Commission, Boston, Senior Energy Policy Analyst, 1980-81.
New England Governors' Council.

Time magazine, reporter, 1977-79, New York, reporting on energy, national politics,
and business and economics.

Boston University, Teaching Fellow, 1972-75, College of Liberal Arts. Metropolitan
College Scholar, 1974.

Other Professional Associations & Activities

» Trustee, since 2002, and Chair, since 2006, of the Institute for War & Peace
Reporting (London), which trains journalists and reports from Asia and the Balkans
(U.S. board).

» Trustee, 1999-2005, of International Alert (London), NGO dedicated to preventing
conflict, with projects in Asia, Africa, and the Caucasus.

* Director (1991-98), and Chair of the Board (1993-97), Foundation for National
Progress (San Francisco), which published Mother Jones magazine.

Public presentations on global security topics since 2001:

“Mortality in the Iraq War: Implications,” Lecture at the Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University, February 13, 2007.

“The New War in the Gulf,” Sidney-Pacific Lecture, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, December 7, 2006

“100 Ways America is Screwing up the World,” C-Span (Politics & Prose,
Washington, D.C.), Barnes & Noble, New York, Harvard Book Store, Cambridge,
etc., August-Sept., 2006

“Fear and the Politics of Homeland Security,” Chatham House, London, June 2,
2006

“Iraq and Durable Insurgencies,” SSRC-NUPI Conference on Political Violence,
Oslo, Nov. 2005

“The Security and Migration Nexus in the U.S.,” 10th International Metropolis
conference, Toronto, Oct. 2005

“Homeland Security and American Muslims,” Security and Terror in the New
Century conference, Watson Institute, Brown University, June 2005

“Crvil Liberties, Immigration, Security—the Bush Agenda,” Speech before the
annual conference of the Campaign for America’s Future, Washington, June 2005
“Iran and the Bomb,” Program on Negotiation, Harvard Law School, Sept. 2005
“Washington Consensus and Conflict Onset,” U.N.-NGO conference, New York,
Sept. 2005

“Political Violence,” U.S. Institute of Peace, October 2005

“Conflict and Globalization: An Introduction,” SSRC, Washington, April 2004
“The U.S. and 9/11,” Jean Monnet Conference, Budapest, Hungary, 2002
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Others: Conference on World Affairs, University of Colorado, 1995-2001;
Environmental Grantmakers’ Assoc., 2001; International Society for Third Sector
Research, Dublin, 2000; Council on Foundations annual meeting, 1999; Foundation
Center, 1999; World Policy Institute, 1998; School of International Studies, Purdue
University, 1997; Carnegie Council on International Ethics, New York, 1997, World
Affairs Council, Stamford, Conn., 1997; Friends Committee on National
Legislation, 1998; American Hellenic Society, 1997 and 1999

Publications, public policy topics
1. Books

» Terror, Insurgency, and the State (University of Pennsylvania Press,
2007), co-editor and contributor

*  Multilateralism under Challenge? Power, International Order, and Structural Change
(UN University Press, 2006), co-editor and contributor.

» 100 Ways America is Screwing up the World (Harper Perennial, 2006)

» The Maze of Fear: Security & Migration After September 11th (The New Press, 2004),

editor and contributor

*  Making the Money Sing: Private Wealth & Public Power in the Search for Peace
(Rowman & Littlefield, October 2000)

*  Spoils of War: The Human Cost of America’s Arms Trade (Free Press, 1997)

»  Sovereign Acts: American Unilateralism and Global Security (Harper & Row, 1989)

» Empty Promise: The Growing Case Against Star Wars (Beacon, 1986), editor
and contributor

» The Militarization of High Technology (Ballinger, 1984), editor and contributor

» The Fallacy of Star Wars (Vintage/Random House, 1984), editor and contributor

2. Articles (> 1200 words) selected list

"Diplomacy and the Iraq War," Strategic Insights, VI:2 (March 2007)

"Regionalizing the Iraq Conflict," Audit of the Conventional Wisdom (series), MIT
Center for International Studies (December 4, 2006)

“The Washington Consensus and Armed Conflict: Impacts on health care and
education,” Development 48:3 (Sept 2005)

“Security the Progressive Way,” The Nation (April 11, 2005)

"Mistrusted Muslims" National Catholic Reporter (January 14, 2005)

“Banned in America,” AlterNet (September 1, 2004), on Tariq Ramadan
“Homeland Security: The Fear Factor,” Washington Post (August 29, 2004)

“The New Humanitarianism,” Boston Review (Dec. 2003); reprinted in Papeles de

Cuestiones Internacionales (Madrid), Spring 2004

“What Lurks in the Ruins?” AlterNet (April 10, 2003), on the future of Iraq
“Providing Resources for Peace,” in J.P. Lederach et al, eds., Into the Eye of the Storm
(San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2002). Chapter contribution.

“How the Cold War Ended,” Global Dialogue (Winter, 2001-02)
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“Cyprus: Peace at Last?” Greekworks.com (Jan. 1, 2002)

“Unintended Consequences,” AlterNet (October 2001). Reprinted in Affer 9/11:
Solutions for a Saner World, D. Hazen et al, eds. (San Francisco: IMI, 2002)
“Nationalism in Exile,” Boston Review (Summer 2001)
“International Mediators Should Forget Cyprus,” Wall Street Journal Europe (Aug. 4,
2000)

“How We Ended the Cold War,” The Nation (Nov. 1, 1999). Reprinted in Affer the
Fall: 1989 and the Future of Freedom, G. Kastsiaficas, ed. (N.Y.: Routledge, 2001)
“No Arming of Freedom Fighters in Kosovo,” Insight (May 3, 1999)

“Forces of Civility: The NGO Revolution and the Search for Peace,” Boston Review
(December '98-January '99)

“The Ankara-Jerusalem Nexis,” The Nation (January 4, 1999)

“Improving Turkey’s ‘Bad Neighborhood,”” World Policy Journal (Spring 1998)
“Who Needs Weapons?” Boston Sunday Globe (January 4, 1998)

“Ataturk’s Children,” Boston Review (December 1997)

"Habitat for Inhumanity," The Nation (June 24, 1996)

"Beyond the Cold War," Boston Sunday Globe (April 2, 1995)

"Les is More," Boston Sunday Globe (May 9, 1993) Aspin at the Pentagon
"Nuclear Decrepitude: The Nuclear Future Must Cope with its Failed Past," Nuclear
Times (Autumn/Winter 1992)

"Shifting Balances Point to New Spurs for War," Boston Sunday Globe (Dec. 21,
1991)

"A Second Nuclear Age," Boston Sunday Globe (January 20, 1991)

“International Monitoring for Peace,” Issues in Science and Technology, IV:4
(Summer 1988)

“Space and National Security,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists Jan/Feb 1988
“Reinventing America,” Boston Review October 1987.

“The Inevitability of the Atomic Bomb,” Boston Sunday Globe, February 15, 1987
“U.S. Hurts its Defense by Scuttling SALT,” Boston Sunday Globe, Nov. 2, 1986
“Fostering Arms Control: The Role of Unilateralism,” International Spectator (July
1986)

“Star Wars’ Technology Threatens Satellites,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (May
1986)

“Boosting Star Wars,” Christianity and Crisis, May 27, 1985

“Unilateralism: A Way to Break the Deadlock,” The Nation, February 16, 1985
“Energy Talk: No Magic in this Marketplace,” The Nation October 20, 1984
“Walking Out of Star Wars,” Esquire, October 1984

“Star Wars: From Scenario to Fact,” The Nation, December 23, 1983

“Ronald Reagan and the Nuclear Renaissance,” Boston Review, October 1983
“America, the New Nuclear Salesman,” The Nation, October 16, 1982

“The Militarization of Route 128,” Boston Globe Magazine August 15, 1982
“Investing in the Energy Transition: From Oil to What?” Technology Review, April
1982
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3. Short articles, opinion pieces, etc. selected list

“We Can Learn Something From The Dead In Iraq, National Catholic Reporter

(January 19, 2007)

"In Iraq, Losses Americans don't see," Newsday (December 31, 2006)

“Ten Fallacies about the Violence in Iraq,” AlterNet (November 27, 2006)

"Regionalizing Iraq," Boston Sunday Globe (November 26, 2006)

"Why the Deaths in Iraq Matter" Metro (November 6, 2006)

“Study: More than 600,000 Dead in Iraq,” AlterNet (Oct. 11, 2006)

“Tales of Homegrown Terror,” Newark Star-Ledger (Sept. 26, 2006)

“The Trouble with Turkey,” Boston Globe, (November 30, 2005)

“The Heavy Price of Censorship,” International Herald Tribune, (November 22, 2005)

"The Future of American Foreign Policy," response to Stephen Walt, Boston Review

(February-March 2005)

"A focus on facts ought to dispel mistrust of US Muslims," Christian Science Monitor

(January 31, 2005)

“100,000 Dead in Iraq,” AlterNet (Oct. 30, 2004)

"One Island, Divided," Wall Street Journal Europe (April 2, 2004)

“Forms of Democracy,” Boston Globe (November 6, 2000)

“Heroes Who Have No Day,” Los Angeles Times (May 30, 1999)

“Shooting Down Arms Spending,” Los Angeles Times (January 8, 1999)

“Italy Has a Chance to Help Both Turkey and Kurds,” International Herald Tribune

(Nov. 24, 1998)

“Another Problematic Extradition Question,” Los Angeles Times (Nov. 19, 1998)
“A Message from the U.S. to Saddam Hussein,” Los Angeles Times (August 19, 1998)
“A Foreign Policy Double Standard,” The Record, New Jersey (March 15, 1998)
“Good Philanthropy: More Complex Than Computers,” Chronicle of Philanthropy

(Jan. 15, 1998)

“Perspective on Turkey" Los Angeles Times (Dec. 19, 1997)

“GOP Takes on Clinton from the Left,” Los Angeles Times (Oct. 23, 1997)
“Turkey’s Overblown ‘Islamic Threat’” Washington Post (March 1997)

"What U.S. Philanthropy Can Do in Bosnia," Chronicle of Philanthropy (May 30,
1996)

"Back Off the Witch Hunt," Los Angeles Times (February 22, 1996)

"Friendly Fire' Accusations Miss the Mark," Los Angeles Times (April 17, 1994)

"Cuba Still Awaits Softer U.S. Line," Chicago Tribune (February 1, 1992)

"Two New Crises," Chronicle of Philanthropy (Jan. 29, 1991)

"Grant Makers Are Missing Opportunities” Chronicle of Philanthropy (July 10, 1990)
"Go Small and Clean, Not Big and Green," Los Angeles Times (July 9, 1990)
"Paying Ourselves War Reparations," Chicago Tribune (March 21, 1990)

“Star Wars 1s Dead,” Los Angeles Times, April 23, 1987.

“Nuclear Industry, Heal Thyself,” Wall Street Journal, December 30, 1983
“When Markets have Little Reason to Save Energy,” Wall Street Journal January 6,
1981
“Austerity as a Guide,” New York Times Nov. 9, 1980
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4. Other media

* The Human Cost of the War in Iraq: A Mortality Study (MIT and Johns Hopkins U.,
2006), editor.

* The Crisis of Governance in the Gulf: Legitimacy and Stability in a Dark Time (MIT,
2006), report.

» "The Cyprus Conflict," educational Web site, 2000 - present. <www.cyprus-
conflict.net> Editor and contributor.

» Exhibit, “Work in Transit,” on Cyprus. Multimedia. Center for Contemporary
Art, Rotterdam, The Netherlands. Contributor.
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